






































Mark 3:13-19 (ESV): “And he went up on the mountain and called to 
him those whom he desired, and they came to him. 14 And he 
appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they 
might be with him and he might send them out to preach 15 and 
have authority to cast out demons. 16 He appointed the twelve:  
Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); 17 James the son of 
Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name 
Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder); 18 Andrew, and Philip, and 
Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of 
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot, 19 and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed him.” 



John 15:16 (ESV): “You did not choose me, 
but I chose you and appointed you that 
you should go and bear fruit and that your 
fruit should abide, so that whatever you 
ask the Father in my name, he may give it 
to you.” 





THE ONLY THING THE DISCIPLES HAD IN 
  COMMON  
WAS BEING  
  COMMON. 



Acts 4:13 (ESV): “Now when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John, and perceived 
that they were uneducated, common men, 
they were astonished.  And they 
recognized that they had been with Jesus.” 





Mark 15:40 (ESV): “There were also 
women looking on from a distance, among 
whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary 
the mother of James the younger and of 
Joses, and Salome.” 



Matthew 10:3 (ESV): “…Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the 
tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, 
and Thaddaeus…” 



Luke 6:15 (ESV): “…and Matthew, and 
Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, 
and Simon who was called the Zealot…” 



Acts 1:13 (ESV): “And when they had entered, 
they went up to the upper room, where they 
were staying, Peter and John and James and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and 
Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James.” 



Mark 2:14 (ESV): “And as he passed by, he 
saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the 
tax booth.” 







John 6:70 (ESV): “Jesus answered them, 
‘Did I not choose you, the twelve?’” 



Luke 9:1-2 (ESV): “And he called the twelve 
together and gave them power and 
authority over all demons and to cure 
diseases, 2 and he sent them out to  
proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.” 



Matthew 26:20 (ESV): “When it was 
evening, he reclined at table with the 
twelve.” 



1 Corinthians 15:3-5 (ESV): “For I delivered to 
you as of first importance what I also received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the Scripture, 4 that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, 
then to the twelve.” 



Matthew 19:28 (ESV): “Jesus said to them, 
‘Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when 
the Son of Man will sit on his glorious 
throne, you who have followed me will 
also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.’” 



Revelation 21:14 (ESV): “And the wall of 
the city had twelve foundations, and on 
them were the twelve names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb.” 



Mark 10:35-37 (ESV): “And James and John, the sons 
of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, 
‘Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask 
of you.’ 36 And he said to them, ‘What do you want 
me to do for you?’ 37 And they said to him, ‘Grant 
us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, 
in your glory.’” 



Mark 8:31-32-33 (ESV): “Peter took [Jesus] 
aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But 
turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan!  For 
you are not setting your mind on the things 
of God, but on the things of man.’” 







“There are two ways in which I may meet 
my end.  If I stay here and fight, I will not 
return alive, but my name will live forever 
[kleos].  Whereas if I go home my name 
will die, but it will be long ere death shall 
take me.”  
(Achilles, from Homer’s Iliad Book IX) 





1 Peter 2:20 (KJV): “For what glory [kleos] 
is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, 
ye shall take it patiently?” 



Ecclesiastes 9:4-5 (ESV): “A living dog is 
better than a dead lion. 5 For the living 
know that they will die, but the dead know 
nothing, and they have no more reward, 
for the memory of them is forgotten.” 



James 4:14 (ESV): “What is your life?  For 
you are a mist that appears for a little time 
and then vanishes.” 



Exodus 1:6-8 (ESV): “When Joseph died, and all 
his brothers and all that generation. 7 But the 
people of Israel were fruitful and increased 
greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly 
strong, so that the land was filled with them. 
8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who 
did not know Joseph.” 



Ecclesiastes 2:16 (ESV): “For of the wise as 
of the fool there is no enduring 
remembrance, seeing that in the days to 
come all will have been long forgotten. 
How the wise dies just like the fool!” 





DON’T SETTLE FOR 
  POETIC IMMORTALITY  
WHEN YOU CAN HAVE  
  LITERAL IMMORTALITY. 





“No.  Someone once asked me if my dream was 
to live on in the hearts of my people, and I said I 
would like to live on in my apartment.  And 
that’s really what I would prefer….It means less 
than nothing if billions of people are singing 
your praises every day, all day long.”  
(Woody Allen, as quoted in his interview with William Geist in Rolling Stone,  
April 9, 1987) 



2 Timothy 1:9-10 (NIV): “He has saved us and called 
us to a holy life – not because of anything we have 
done but because of his own purpose and grace.  
This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
beginning of time, 10 but it has now been revealed 
through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, 
who has destroyed death and has brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel.” 



John 3:16 (ESV): “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.” 



John 8:54 (ESV): “Jesus answered, ‘If I 
glorify myself, my glory is nothing.  It is my 
Father who glorifies me.’” 



2 Thessalonians 2:12 (ESV): “The name of 
our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and 
you in him, according to the grace of our 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 



1 Corinthians 10:31-33 (ESV): “So, whether you 
eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God. 32 Give no offense to Jews or to 
Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I try 
to please everyone in everything I do, not 
seeking my own advantage, but that of many, 
that they may be saved.” 



2 Corinthians 6:2 (NLT): “For God says, ‘At 
just the right time, I heard you.  On the day 
of salvation, I helped you.’ Indeed, the 
‘right time’ is now.  Today is the day of 
salvation.” 






