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The  

Realist 

John 14:1-17 (ESV): “‘Let not your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s 
house are many rooms.  If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 
also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.’   
   5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know   
   where you are going.  How can we know the   
         way?’…”  



The  

Realist 

“…6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my 
Father also.  From now on you do know him and have 
seen him.’ 8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the 
Father, and it is enough for us.’ 9 Jesus said to him, 
‘Have I been with you so long, and you still do not    
   know me, Philip?  Whoever has seen me has   
   seen the Father.  How can you say, “Show us the  
         Father”?...”   



The  

Realist 

“…10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me?  The words that I say to you I do 
not speak on my own authority, but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on 
account of the works themselves. 12 Truly, truly, I say 
to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works  
   that I do; and greater works than these will he  
   do, because I am going to the Father….”   



The  

Realist 

“…13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that  
the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask 
me anything in my name, I will do it. If you love me, 
you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with 
you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor  
   knows him.  You know him, for he dwells with   
   you and will be in you.’”   
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The  

Realist 

John 16:25 (ESV): “I have said these things 
to you in figures of speech.  The hour is 
coming when I will no longer speak to you 
in figures of speech but will tell you plainly 
about the Father.”   



The  

Realist 

John 16:29-30 (ESV): “His disciples said, 
‘Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not 
using figurative speech! 30 Now we know 
that you know all things and do not need 
anyone to question you; this is why we 
believe that you came from God.’”   
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The  
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Main Point  
 SOMETIMES  
   A LIBERAL INTERPRETATION  
 IS CLOSER TO THE TRUTH THAN  
   A LITERAL INTERPRETATION.   



The  

Realist 

Matthew 5:29 (NIV): “If your right eye 
causes you to stumble, gouge it out and 
throw it away.”   



The  

Realist 

John 13:34 (NIV): “A new command I give 
you: Love one another.  As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another.”   



The  

Realist 

John 3:36 (NIV): “Whoever believes in the 
Son has eternal life.”   



The  

Realist 

Galatians 4:22-24 (NIV): “For it is written that 
Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and 
the other by the free woman. 23 His son by the slave 
woman was born according to the flesh, but his son 
by the free woman was born as the result of a divine 
promise. 24 These things are being taken 
figuratively: The women represent two covenants.”   
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John 2:13-22 (ESV): “The Passover of the Jews was at 
hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 
temple he found those who were selling oxen and 
sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting 
there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen.  
And he poured out the coins of the money-changers 
   and overturned their tables…”    



The  

Realist 

“…16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, ‘Take 
these things away; do not make my Father’s house a 
house of trade.’ 17 His disciples remembered that it 
was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ 
18 So the Jews said to him, ‘What sign do you show 
us for doing these things?’ 19 Jesus answered them, 
‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it  
   up.’…”     



The  

Realist 

“…20 The Jews then said, ‘It has taken forty-six years 
to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three 
days?’ 21 But he was speaking about the temple of 
his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this, and they believed the Scripture and the word 
that Jesus had spoken.”     
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John 6:32-35 (NIV): “Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly I 
tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread 
from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the 
true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is 
the bread that comes down from heaven and gives 
life to the world.’ 34 ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘always give us 
this bread.’ 35 Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread  
   of life.’”     
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The  

Realist 

John 14:23 (ESV): “Jesus answered him, ‘If 
anyone loves me, he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, and we will 
come to him and make our home with 
him.’”     



The  

Realist 

1 Corinthians 6:19 (ESV): “Do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 
from God?”     
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application 
 YOU MUST 
   SOMETIMES  
   SEPARATE  
     REALTY FROM  
     REALITY.  



The  

Realist 

John 18:36 (ESV): “Jesus answered, ‘My 
kingdom is not of this world.  If my 
kingdom were of this world, my servants 
would have been fighting, that I might not 
be delivered over to the Jews.”     



The  

Realist 

John 4:24 (ESV): “God is spirit, and those 
who worship him must worship in spirit 
and truth.”    
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