
















































Luke 2:34 (ESV): “Behold, this child is 
appointed for the fall and rising of many.” 







Daniel 8:1 (ESV): “In the third year of the 
reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared 
to me, Daniel.” 









“May it be that I, Nabonidus, king of 
Babylon, never fail you.  And may my 
firstborn, Belshazzar, worship you with all 
his heart.” (Nabonidus Cylinder III:3-31) 



Daniel 8:3-14 (ESV): “I raised my eyes and saw, and 
behold, a ram standing on the bank of the canal.  It 
had two horns, and both horns were high, but one 
was higher than the other, and the higher one came 
up last. 4 I saw the ram charging westward and 
northward and southward.  No beast could stand 
before him, and there was no one who could rescue 
from his power.  He did as he pleased and became 
great….”  



“…5 As I was considering, behold, a male goat came 
from the west across the face of the whole earth, 
without touching the ground.  And the goat had a 
conspicuous horn between his eyes. 6 He came to  
the ram with the two horns, which I had seen 
standing on the bank of the canal, and he ran at him 
in his powerful wrath. 7 I saw him come close to the 
ram, and he was enraged against him and struck 
the ram and broke his two horns….”  



“…And the ram had no power to stand before him, 
but he cast him down to the ground and trampled on 
him.  And there was no one who could rescue the ram 
from his power. 8 Then the goat became exceedingly 
great, but when he was strong, the great horn was 
broken, and instead of it there came up four 
conspicuous horns toward the four winds of 
heaven….” 



“…9 Out of one of them came a little horn, which 
grew exceedingly great toward the south, toward  the 
east, and toward the glorious land. 10 It grew great, 
even to the host of heaven.  And some of the host 
and some of the stars it threw down to the ground 
and trampled on them. 11 It became great, even as 
great as the Prince of the host.  And the regular burnt 
offering was taken away from him, and the place  
of his sanctuary was overthrown.” 





Daniel 8:15-17 (ESV): “When I, Daniel, had seen the 
vision, I sought to understand it.  And behold, there 
stood before me one having the appearance of a man. 
16 And I heard a man’s voice between the banks of 
the Ulai, and it called, ‘Gabriel, make this man 
understand the vision.’ 17 So he came near where I 
stood.  And when he came, I was frightened and fell on 
my face.  But he said to me, ‘Understand, O son of 
man, that the vision is for the time of the end.’” 





Daniel 8:20-25 (ESV): “As for the ram that you saw with 
the two horns, these are the kings of Media and Persia. 
21 And the goat is the king of Greece.  And the great horn 
between his eyes is the first king. 22 As for the horn that 
was broken, in place of which four others arose, four 
kingdoms shall arise from his nation, but not with his 
power….”  



“…23 And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the 
transgressors have reached their limit, a king of bold face, 
one who understands riddles, shall arise. 24 His power 
shall be great – but not by his own power; and he shall 
cause fearful destruction and shall succeed in what he 
does, and destroy mighty men and the people who are 
the saints. 25 By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper 
under his hand, and in his own mind he shall become 
great.  Without warning he shall destroy many.” 















Luke 2:1 (NKJV): “And it came to pass in those days 
that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 
the world should be registered.” 



Luke 2:1 (NKJV): “And it came to pass in those days 
that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 
the world should be registered.” 

Luke 2:4-5 (NKJV): “Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 
the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered 
with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with  
child.” 





 HOPE BEGINS  
   WERE YOUR 
 ROPE ENDS. 



Romans 5:3-10 (NIV): “Not only so, but we also glory in 
our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 6 You see, at 
just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ 
died for the ungodly….” 



“…7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, 
though for a good person someone might possibly dare to 
die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we 
have now been justified by his blood, how much more 
shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For 
if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 
him through the death of his Son, how much more,  
having been reconciled, shall we be saved through  
his life!” 



Romans 15:4 (ESV): “For whatever was 
written in former days was written for our 
instruction, that through endurance and 
through the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope.” 



John 5:24 (ESV): “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life.  He does not 
come into judgment, but has passed from 
death to life.” 



Daniel 11:31-35 (ESV): “Forces from him shall appear 
and profane the temple and fortress, and shall take 
away the regular burnt offering.  And they shall set 
up the abomination that makes desolate. 32 He shall 
seduce with flattery those who violate the covenant, 
but the people who know their God shall stand firm 
and take action….”  



“…33 And the wise among the people shall make 
many understand, though for some days they shall 
stumble by sword and flame, by captivity and 
plunder. 34 When they stumble, they shall receive a 
little help.  And many shall join themselves to them 
with flattery, 35 and some of the wise shall stumble, 
so that they may be refined, purified, and made 
white, until the time of the end, for it still awaits  
the appointed time.”  





 LET’S GET READY TO STUMBLE! 



2 Corinthians 4:17 (ESV): “For this light 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison.”  



Romans 8:18 (ESV): “For I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to 
be revealed to us.”  





NEXT WEEK: 
MARK 1:1-14 


