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Custer’s Final Stand

Controversial Civil War General
Goes Down in Defeat in Montana
Georée Custer was born December 5, 1839, in New
Rumley, Ohio, and his personality was larger-than-
life from the beginning. The poor little guy had te
'get a tooth pulled at just 4 years old, but as his
father recalled, he didn't even cry! And he
skipped home telling his father that he was so
tough that there was no one he couldn’t lay a
whooping on. George loved playing practical jokes
. on his family members, and the practical joking
continued when he enrolled in West Point. No one
“thought that George Custer would ever amount to
anything as a military officer.” He graduated in
1861 as the goat of the class as the lowest-ranking
'éadet. ‘With the record he compiled at West Point,
under normal circumstances he would have been
sent to some obscure post to languish for the rest
’ .of his military clear. But lucky for Custer, the
C1v11 War had Jjust broken out, and the Union Army
- was i’n desperate need of young officers. And’/
e Custer did not disappoint. As a cavalry officer, he
was\ fearless in battle. Some would say reckless
At ,

Tradition has it that eleven horses were shot out
from underneath him. Never one to shy ‘away
from the camera, the handsome, mustachioed
officer carefully crafted his public image. And it
wasn’t long until his superiors noticed his uncanny
instincts in battle and his -willingness to do
whatever it took te get the job done. Then, in
June of 1863, George Custer was promeoted to
brigadier general. He was the youngest general in
-the Union Army at just 23 years of age, earning
him the nickname the “Boy General.” Can you
imagine? And Custer plcked the gaudiest general’s
uniform available. Some said it was a sign of his
vanity. But Custer insisted on standing out on the
battlefield for his men to see him leading the
charge from the front. He refused to send others
to do what he wasn’t willing to do himself. But it
was: at Gettysburg that General Custer made a
name for himself as he squared off against J.E.B.
Stuart.  Despite being outnumbered, Custer’s
brigade withstood charge after charge from
Stuart’s cavalry®¥ Running out of ammunition,
Custer’s men repelled the confederates in vicious
hand-to-hand ‘combat. And in the end, Custer
:Ehrew off his hat so his men could recognize his

long, golden hair, drew his saber, and led the final
cavalry charge with such force that the cellision
caused many of the horses to tumbled head over
heels.  Out of the 400 men in Custer’s brigade, 247-
were lost. But they forced Stuart te retreat. And
it was the beginning of the end for the
Confederate army. The next year, Custer’s
cavalry blocked General Lee’s final retreat. And
General Custer was present at Lee’s surrender at
Appomattox Court House. As a matter of fact, the

table upon which- the surrender was signed was

gifted to Custer for his gallantry in battle, and it
sits on display at the Smithsonian Institute today.
And George Custer became a national hero. But
the life of a military officer was much less
glameorous after the war. Custer was assigned to
the western frontier to defend America’s interests
against the Indians. Actually, they were pushing
the Native Americans off their own land as
America continued to _expand. And this is when
his reputation began to suffer. No one wanted to
be on the western frontier, including Custer’s
men. So he had te bmhlly discipline his band of
malcontents to keep them in line, and he was
criticized for shooting deserters without a trial.

Then he viciously ransacked an Indian v1]lagq,\in‘"
Cheyenne that resulted in the death of more th M. ;
40 women and children. These were some ’darls;
times in American hxstory that thpened witm’l
remarkable frequency. And, of course, there was
the incident at Little Bighorn in Montana. There is
still a debate raging today over wha's to blame for '
Custer’s defeat there. Some believe. that Custer
led an irresponsible, foolhardy charge against the
enemy, while others argue that he had no cheice
considering the orders he was given. il But one '
thing’s for sure, in the end Custer and every onew.',:.-
of his men were cut down at the hands of the_\,,
Lakota Sioux, including Custer’s two younger 0
brothers, his nephew, and his brother-in-law. ’Epe A
nation was shocked at the news of Custers .
spectacular defeat. : ;
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...5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own householdﬁifrfj';j;
how will he care for God’s church? 6 He must not be a recent convert f'--**'*!’_

or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the
condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well thought of,

by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace,
into a snare of the devil. 8 Deacons likewise must
be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to
‘much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain...” e
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..9 They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.
10 And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons |f *'*!’
they prove themselves blameless. 11 Their wives likewise must be "
dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things.
12 Let deacons each be the husband of one wife,
managing their children and their own households
well. 13 For those who serve well as deacons gain
g_af good standing for theF’nseres and also great e
confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus...
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...14 | hope to come to you soon, but | am writing these thmgs @»
to you so that, 15 if | delay, you may know how one ought to*  *

behave in the household of God, which is the church of the I|V|ng",;

God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. 16 Great indeed, we &

confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was

manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, L ;é

seen by angels, proclaimed among the natlons
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now become wine, #hd did not know where it came from
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew).”

Romans 16:1 (ESV)): “l commend to you our
sister Phoebe, a servant of the church.”.
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1 Timothy 3:8 (ESV): “Deacons likewise...”

Mark 10:42-43 (ESV): “You know that those who are considered
rulers of the Gentiles loid it over them, and their great ones .
exercise authority over them. But whoever would be great . =
among you must be your servant.” ' "
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...5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own household%?ji‘;
how will he care for God’s church? 6 He must not be a recent convert 4
or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the
condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well thought of,
by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, e
into a snare of the devil. 8 Deacons likewise must
be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to

‘much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain....
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.9 They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. ‘r%
10 And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacom |ff"*’
they prove themselves blameless. 11 Their wives likewise must be
dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things.
12 Let deacons each be the husband of one wife,

managing their children and their own households

weII 13 For those who serve well as deacons gain

a good standing for ththseres and also great

f'j:'jtj;5;__;.;:;;_;~.|'d‘ence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus...
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1 Timothy 3 (ESV): “The saying is trustworthy: If anyone asplres
to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task— '

1 Timothy 6:10 (ESV): “For the love oney is a root of all kinds of
evils. It is through this cravingthat some have wandered away from

the faith and plerced themselves | -
with many pangs.” »
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1 Timothy 3 (ESV): “The saying is trustworthy: If anyone asplres
to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task— '

the falth and plerced themselves
with many pangs.”

Hebrews 11:16 (ESV): “But as it is, they de5|re
a'f%b.:tter_ country, that |s a heavenly one.”
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1 Timothy 3 (ESV): “The saying is trustworthy: If anyone asplres

to the office of overseer, he desires a no

ole task.

/
Luke 16:21 (ESV): “[He] desired to be fec
man s table.”

with what fell from ther,ich‘:
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1 Timothy 3 (ESV): “The saying is trustworthy: If anyone asplres
to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. S
Luke 16:21 (ESV): “[He]
man’s table.”
Matthew 5:28 (ESX): “But | say to you that
everyone who0oks at a woman with

lustful intent has already committed
adultery with her in his heart.”

sired to be fed with what fell from the rich
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Custer’s Final Stand

Controversial Civil War General
Goes Down in Defeat in Montana
Georée Custer was born December 5, 1839, in New
Rumley, Ohio, and his personality was larger-than-
life from the beginning. The poor little guy had te
'get a tooth pulled at just 4 years old, but as his
father recalled, he didn't even cry! And he
skipped home telling his father that he was so
tough that there was no one he couldn’t lay a
whooping on. George loved playing practical jokes
. on his family members, and the practical joking
continued when he enrolled in West Point. No one
“thought that George Custer would ever amount to
anything as a military officer.” He graduated in
1861 as the goat of the class as the lowest-ranking
'éadet. ‘With the record he compiled at West Point,
under normal circumstances he would have been
sent to some obscure post to languish for the rest
’ .of his military clear. But lucky for Custer, the
C1v11 War had Jjust broken out, and the Union Army
- was i’n desperate need of young officers. And’/
e Custer did not disappoint. As a cavalry officer, he
was\ fearless in battle. Some would say reckless
At ,

Tradition has it that eleven horses were shot out
from underneath him. Never one to shy ‘away
from the camera, the handsome, mustachioed
officer carefully crafted his public image. And it
wasn’t long until his superiors noticed his uncanny
instincts in battle and his -willingness to do
whatever it took te get the job done. Then, in
June of 1863, George Custer was promeoted to
brigadier general. He was the youngest general in
-the Union Army at just 23 years of age, earning
him the nickname the “Boy General.” Can you
imagine? And Custer plcked the gaudiest general’s
uniform available. Some said it was a sign of his
vanity. But Custer insisted on standing out on the
battlefield for his men to see him leading the
charge from the front. He refused to send others
to do what he wasn’t willing to do himself. But it
was: at Gettysburg that General Custer made a
name for himself as he squared off against J.E.B.
Stuart.  Despite being outnumbered, Custer’s
brigade withstood charge after charge from
Stuart’s cavalry®¥ Running out of ammunition,
Custer’s men repelled the confederates in vicious
hand-to-hand ‘combat. And in the end, Custer
:Ehrew off his hat so his men could recognize his

long, golden hair, drew his saber, and led the final
cavalry charge with such force that the cellision
caused many of the horses to tumbled head over
heels.  Out of the 400 men in Custer’s brigade, 247-
were lost. But they forced Stuart te retreat. And
it was the beginning of the end for the
Confederate army. The next year, Custer’s
cavalry blocked General Lee’s final retreat. And
General Custer was present at Lee’s surrender at
Appomattox Court House. As a matter of fact, the

table upon which- the surrender was signed was

gifted to Custer for his gallantry in battle, and it
sits on display at the Smithsonian Institute today.
And George Custer became a national hero. But
the life of a military officer was much less
glameorous after the war. Custer was assigned to
the western frontier to defend America’s interests
against the Indians. Actually, they were pushing
the Native Americans off their own land as
America continued to _expand. And this is when
his reputation began to suffer. No one wanted to
be on the western frontier, including Custer’s
men. So he had te bmhlly discipline his band of
malcontents to keep them in line, and he was
criticized for shooting deserters without a trial.

Then he viciously ransacked an Indian v1]lagq,\in‘"
Cheyenne that resulted in the death of more th M. ;
40 women and children. These were some ’darls;
times in American hxstory that thpened witm’l
remarkable frequency. And, of course, there was
the incident at Little Bighorn in Montana. There is
still a debate raging today over wha's to blame for '
Custer’s defeat there. Some believe. that Custer
led an irresponsible, foolhardy charge against the
enemy, while others argue that he had no cheice
considering the orders he was given. il But one '
thing’s for sure, in the end Custer and every onew.',:.-
of his men were cut down at the hands of the_\,,
Lakota Sioux, including Custer’s two younger 0
brothers, his nephew, and his brother-in-law. ’Epe A
nation was shocked at the news of Custers .
spectacular defeat. : ;
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1 Peter 5:2 (ESV): “Shepherd the flock of God that is among you;mj‘"‘;

exercising over5|ght not under compulsion, but willingly, as God 2
would have you
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“Custer found most of [the men] still there, lounging about, =
smoking, telling stories, and pleasantly whiling away the hou*rs o
but as soon as they saw him, all bedlam broke loose. ‘Hallow,
General,’ roared one officer. Another, snapping to attention and
delivering a mock salute, announced, '
“Gentlemen, General Custer. From every . Jé
corner of the tent similar |rreverent greeting T

‘f;:tfu‘r%bled from mahcuous grms
i’_’i"if:,c
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.."You’re looking well, General. ‘How are you, General?’ ’Why “%
General | congratulate you.” Custer loved a good joke as Welfas
any man, and his sense of humor was usuaIIy inexhaustible, but
tonight he was drenched, beat, and in no mood for silly games.

“You may laugh, boys,” he spat back brusquely. |
’Laugh as long as you please, but | will be a e ,,zé

general yek for all your chaff. You see if 1 don't,
th "f'a-t sa II i ~ w
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...This sincere little speech reduced the occupants of that tent to
hysterlcs which only pushed Custer’s temper to the breaking pomt ‘*"’4’
His eyes narrowed and then flashed with anger, but before he could
act, Lieutenant George W. Yates, a close hometown friend from o
Monroe, shook off his mirth and said, ‘Look on
the table, old fellow. They’re not chaffing.

Turnmg around, he plcked up a Iarge off|C|aI G
‘;-'ejnvelope and read the |nscr|pt|on L
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‘...Instantly he felt his knees give . way and his eyes fill with tears, and ““-ji;f’

aII he could do was sink onto a campstool, still grasping the unopened b

envelope. It was addressed to “BRIGADIER GENERAL GEORGE A. "
CUSTER...”! The aides were still laughing, but now they were crowdmg

around to slap his back, shake his hand, and offer |
their heartfelt congratulations. It was all Custer

could do to keep from crylng and making an utter

fOOI of himself.” (From GregoryJW Urwin’s biography Custer o ¢

Ty b o
[ AR B

"»VfﬁtOf o.us The CIVI/ War Battles of General George Armstrong Custer, page 43)
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