
 











“In the battles for the Motherland my husband…was 
killed.  For his death, for the death of all Soviet people 
tortured by fascist barbarians, I want revenge on 
these fascist dogs, a cause for which I contributed all 
my personal savings into the State Bank as a means to 
build a tank – 50,000 rubles.  I request that the tank 
be named ‘Combat Girlfriend,’ and that I be allowed 
to operate it during frontline operations.  I can 
already drive and operate a machine-gun, and I have 
been trained as a…sharp-shooter.  I send you my 
warmest greetings and wish you long, long years of 
life.  May you strike fear into our enemies and for the 
eternal glory of our Socialist Motherland.”  
(Telegram from Mariya Oktyabrskaya to Joseph Stalin, as translated in the article Mariya 
Oktyabrskaya (1905-1944) – Stalin’s Soviet Tank Commander! by Adrian Chan-Wyles, PhD, on 
thesanghakommune.org, December 28, 2017) 







 





















































 


