


“New Hampshire peaceably declares 
independence from the United States and 
immediately proceeds as a sovereign 
nation.  All other references to the United 
States in this constitution, state statutes, 
and regulations are nullified.”















“There are your enemies, the Red Coats 
and the Tories.  They are ours, or this night 
Molly Stark sleeps a widow.” 
(From Brigadier General John Stark’s Speech at the Battle of Bennington, 
August 16, 1777)



“It lasted about two hours and was the 
hottest engagement I have ever witnessed, 
resembling a continual clap of thunder.” 
(Brigadier General John Stark, in a letter to General Horatio Gates, 
August 23, 1777)





“For a few seconds the scene which 
ensued defies all power of language to 
describe.  The bayonet, the butt of the 
rifle, the sabre, the pike were in full play as 
men fell, as they rarely fall in modern war, 
under the direct blows of their enemies.” 
(From the “Glick” account, as recorded in Nathaniel Bartlett Sylvester’s 1878 
anthology History of Saratoga County, New York, page 59)





“I can never forget that I commanded American 
troops on that day at Bennington.  They were 
men who had not yet learned the art of 
submission, nor had they been trained to the 
arts of war, but our astonishing success taught 
the enemies of liberty that undisciplined 
freeman are superior to veteran slaves….Live 
free or die.  Death is not the worst of evils.” 
(John Stark, in a letter to the Battle of Bennington reunion committee, 
July 31, 1809)
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