


άbŜǿ IŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜ ǇŜŀŎŜŀōƭȅ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ 
independence from the United States and 
immediately proceeds as a sovereign 
nation.  All other references to the United 
States in this constitution, state statutes, 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƴǳƭƭƛŦƛŜŘΦέ















ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ /ƻŀǘǎ 
and the Tories.  They are ours, or this night 
aƻƭƭȅ {ǘŀǊƪ ǎƭŜŜǇǎ ŀ ǿƛŘƻǿΦέ 
όCǊƻƳ .ǊƛƎŀŘƛŜǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ WƻƘƴ {ǘŀǊƪΩǎ {ǇŜŜŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ .ŜƴƴƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 
August 16, 1777)



άLǘ ƭŀǎǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
hottest engagement I have ever witnessed, 
ǊŜǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ŀ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭ ŎƭŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊΦέ 
(Brigadier General John Stark, in a letter to General Horatio Gates, 
August 23, 1777)





άCƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ensued defies all power of language to 
describe.  The bayonet, the butt of the 
rifle, the sabre, the pike were in full play as 
men fell, as they rarely fall in modern war, 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ōƭƻǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΦέ 
όCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άDƭƛŎƪέ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ bŀǘƘŀƴƛŜƭ .ŀǊǘƭŜǘǘ {ȅƭǾŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ муту 
anthology History of Saratoga County, New York, page 59)




