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“Show me a 
hero, and I’ll 

write you a 
tragedy.” 

(From F. Scott Fitzgerald’s 
Notebook E)
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1 Samuel 9:1-2 (ESV): “There was a man of 
Benjamin whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, 
son of Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, a 
Benjaminite, a man of wealth. 2 And he had a son 
whose name was Saul, a handsome young man. 
There was not a man among the people of Israel 
more handsome than he. From his shoulders 
upward he was taller than any of 
the people.”





1 Samuel 9:15-21 (ESV): “Now the day before Saul 
came, the LORD had revealed to Samuel: 
16 ‘Tomorrow about this time I will send to you a 
man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall 
anoint him to be prince over my people Israel.  He 
shall save my people from the hand of the 
Philistines.  For I have seen my people, because 
their cry has come to me.’…”



“…17 When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD told him, 
‘Here is the man of whom I spoke to you!  He it is 
who shall restrain my people.’ 18 Then Saul 
approached Samuel in the gate and said, ‘Tell me 
where is the house of the seer?’ 19 Samuel 
answered Saul, ‘I am the seer.  Go up before me to 
the high place, for today you shall eat with me, and 
in the morning I will let you go and 
will tell you all that is on your 
mind….”



“…20 As for your donkeys that were lost three days 
ago, do not set your mind on them, for they have 
been found.  And for whom is all that is desirable in 
Israel?  Is it not for you and for all your father’s 
house?’ 21 Saul answered, ‘Am I not a Benjaminite, 
from the least of the tribes of Israel?  And is not my 
clan the humblest of all the clans of the tribe of 
Benjamin?  Why then have you 
spoken to me in this way?’”





1 Samuel 10:1 (ESV): “Then Samuel took a 
flask of oil and poured it on his head and 
kissed him and said, ‘Has not the LORD 
anointed you to be prince over his people 
Israel?  And you shall reign over the 
people of the LORD and you will save 
them from the hand of their 
surrounding enemies.’”





1 Samuel 10:17-24 (ESV): “Now Samuel called 
the people together to the LORD at Mizpah. 
18 And he said to the people of Israel, ‘Thus 
says the LORD, the God of Israel, “I brought up 
Israel out of Egypt, and I delivered you from 
the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of 
all the kingdoms that were 
oppressing you.”…”



“…19 But today you have rejected your God, 
who saves you from all your calamities and 
your distresses, and you have said to him, “Set 
a king over us.” Now therefore present 
yourselves before the LORD by your tribes and 
by your thousands.’ 20 Then Samuel brought all 
the tribes of Israel near, and the 
tribe of Benjamin was taken by 
lot….”



“…21 He brought the tribe of Benjamin near by 
its clans, and the clan of the Matrites was 
taken by lot; and Saul the son of Kish was 
taken by lot. But when they sought him, he 
could not be found. 22 So they inquired again 
of the LORD, ‘Is there a man still to come?’ and 
the LORD said, ‘Behold, he has 
hidden himself among the 
baggage’…”



“…23 Then they ran and took him from there.  
And when he stood among the people, he was 
taller than any of the people from his 
shoulders upward. 24 And Samuel said to all 
the people, ‘Do you see him whom the LORD 
has chosen?  There is none like him among all 
the people.’ And all the people 
shouted, ‘Long live the king!’”
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YOUR TRAGIC
FLAW 

TENDS TO
GNAW.

MAIN POINT:



Luke 8:17-18 (ESV): “For nothing is hidden that 
will not be made manifest, nor is anything 
secret that will not be known and come to 
light. 18 Take care then how you hear, for to 
the one who has, more will be given, and from 
the one who has not, even what he thinks that 
he has will be taken away.”











1 Samuel 10:25-27 (ESV): “Then Samuel told the people 
the rights and duties of the kingship, and he wrote them 
in a book and laid it up before the LORD.  Then Samuel 
sent all the people away, each one to his home. 26 Saul 
also went to his home at Gibeah, and with him went 
men of valor whose hearts God had touched. 27 But 
some worthless fellows said, ‘How can this man save 
us?’ And they despised him and brought him no present.  
But he held his peace.”
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START 
JAWING 

WITH YOUR 
GNAWING.

APPLICATION:



Romans 7:21-25 (ESV): “So I find it to be a law that when 
I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight 
in the law of God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in my 
members another law waging war against the law of my 
mind and making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! 
Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25 Thanks 
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  So then, I 
myself serve the law of God with my 
mind, but with my flesh I serve the 
law of sin.”
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