




























“You ain’t worf a spit.  Why don’t you just 
quit and give us back your scholarship?” 
(Smokey Harper, as quoted in Jim Dent’s article Ten Days in Hell with the 
Bear on espn.com, November 19, 2003)













encouragement for beleaguered parents





Hebrews 12:5-11 (ESV): “And have you forgotten the 
exhortation that addresses you as sons? ‘My son, do not 
regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary 
when reproved by him. 6 For the Lord disciplines the one 
he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.’ 7 It 
is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating 
you as sons.  For what son is there whom his father does 
not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in 
which all have participated, then you are illegitimate 
children and not sons….” 



“…9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who 
disciplined us and we respected them.  Shall we not 
much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 
10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed 
best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we 
may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline 
seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been 
trained by it.”



Proverbs 22:15 (ESV): “Folly is bound up 
in the heart of a child, but the rod of 
discipline drives it far from him.”



Ephesians 6:4 (ESV): “Fathers, do not 
provoke your children to anger, but bring 
them up in the discipline and instruction 
of the Lord.”



Colossians 2:12-14 (ESV): “You were also raised 
with him through faith in the powerful working of 
God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, 
who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that 
stood against us with its legal demands. This he set 
aside, nailing it to the cross.”



Romans 6:23 (ESV): “For the wages of sin 
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”



John 5:22 (ESV): “For the Father judges no 
one, but has given all judgment to the 
Son.”



1 John 4:17-18 (ESV): “By this is love perfected 
with us, so that we may have confidence for 
the day of judgment, because as he is so also 
are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love casts out fear.  For fear has to 
do with punishment, and whoever fears has 
not been perfected in love.”













THE
SAVIOR 

TRUMPS
BEHAVIOR.



1 Corinthians 10:27-11:1 (ESV): “‘If one of the 
unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are 
disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you 
without raising any question on the ground of 
conscience. 28 But if someone says to you, ‘This has 
been offered in sacrifice,’ then do not eat it, for the 
sake of the one who informed you, and for the sake of 
conscience – 29 I do not mean your conscience, but 
his.  For why should my liberty be determined by 
someone else’s conscience?...”



“…30 If I partake with thankfulness, why am I 
denounced because of that for which I give thanks? 
31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of God. 32 Give no offense to Jews 
or to Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I try to 
please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my 
own advantage, but that of many, that they may be 
saved. 11:1 Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.”







BEFORE CHOOSING THE
WAY YOU DISCIPLINE, 

CONSIDER 
WHY YOU DISCIPLINE.



2 Corinthians 5:11-14 (ESV): “Therefore, knowing the 
fear of the Lord, we persuade others.  But what we are is 
known to God, and I hope it is known also to your 
conscience. 12 We are not commending ourselves to you 
again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you 
may be able to answer those who boast about outward 
appearance and not about what is in the heart. 13 For if 
we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our 
right mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ controls 
us.”





next week: Luke 2:41-51


