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A Concerned Citizen

Luke 18:9-17 (ESV): “[Jesus] also told this parable to 
some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10 ‘Two 
men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by 
himself, prayed thus: “God, I thank you that I am not like 
other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like 
this tax collector….”
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“…12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.” 
13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 
lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 
“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” 14 I tell you, this man 
went down to his house justified, rather than the other.  
For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 
one who humbles himself will be exalted.’….”
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“…Now they were bringing even infants to him that he 
might touch them.  And when the disciples saw it, they 
rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them to him, saying, 
‘Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
to such belongs the kingdom of God. 17 Truly, I say to you, 
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child 
shall not enter it.’
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Acts 16:31 (ESV): “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved.”
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Romans 4:5 (ESV): “To the one who does 
not work but believes in him who justifies 
the ungodly, his faith is counted as 
righteousness.”
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Luke 18:18-30 (ESV): “And a ruler asked him, ‘Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 19 And Jesus said to 
him, ‘Why do you call me good?  No one is good except God 
alone. 20 You know the commandments: “Do not commit 
adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Honor your father and mother.”’ 21 And he said, ‘All 
these I have kept from my youth.’…”
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“…22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, ‘One thing you 
still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.’ 
23 But when he heard these things, he became very sad, for 
he was extremely rich. 24 Jesus, seeing that he had become 
sad, said, ‘How difficult it is for those who have wealth to 
enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of God.’…”
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“…26 Those who heard it said, ‘Then who can be save?’ 
27 But he said, ‘What is impossible with man is possible with 
God.’ 28 And Peter said, ‘See, we have left our homes and 
followed you.’ 29 And he said to them, ‘Truly, I say to you, 
there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or 
parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 
30 who will not receive many times more in this time, and 
in the age to come eternal life.’”
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John 5:39 (ESV): “You search the 
Scriptures because you think that in them 
you have eternal life; and it is they that 
bear witness about me.”
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Matthew 19:20 (ESV): “The young man 
said to him, ‘All these I have kept.  What do 
I still lack?’”
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Deuteronomy 6:4 (ESV): “Hear, O Israel: 
The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”
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Luke 18:19 (NKJV): “No one is good but 
One, that is, God.”



A Concerned Citizen

Deuteronomy 11:13 (ESV): “Obey my 
commandments that I command you 
today, to love the LORD your God, and to 
serve him with all your heart and with all 
your soul.”
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Joshua 23:4-5 (ESV): “I have allotted to you as an 
inheritance [citizenship] for your tribes [jus sanguinis] 
those nations that remain, along with all the nations that I 
have already cut off, from the Jordan to the Great Sea in 
the west. 5 The LORD your God will push them back before 
you and drive them out of your sight.  And you shall 
possess their land [jus soli], just as the LORD your God 
promised you.’”
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Matthew 19:29 (ESV): “And everyone who 
has left houses or brothers or sisters or 
father or mother or children or lands, for 
my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold 
and will inherit eternal life.”
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Matthew 19:30 (ESV): “But many who are 
first will be last, and the last first.”
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Main Point

KINGDOM CITIZENSHIP IS NOT BY RIGHT OF 
SOIL, 

NOR OF 
BLOOD, 

BUT FOR THE
SOILED AND

BLOODY.
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Ephesians 2:17-19 (ESV): “[Jesus] came and  
preached peace to you who were far off and peace 
to those who were near. 18 For through him we both 
have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God.”
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Matthew 21:31 (ESV): “Jesus said to them, 
“Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God 
before you.”
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Luke 18:16 (KJV): “But Jesus called them 
unto him, and said, Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not: for of 
such is the kingdom of God.”
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Application

IF YOU CAN’T BE A CITIZEN, JOIN THEM.
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Acts 10:28-29 (ESV): “And he said to them, ‘You 
yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to 
associate with or to visit anyone of another 
nation, but God has shown me that I should not 
call any person common or unclean. 29 So when 
I was sent for, I came without objection.’”
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Romans 12:15-16 (ESV): “Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep. 16 Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be haughty, but associate 
with the lowly.”
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1 Thessalonians 5:9-11 (ESV): “I wrote to you in my letter 
not to associate with sexually immoral people – 10 not at 
all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the 
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would 
need to go out of the world. 11 But now I am writing to 
you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of 
brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality.”
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Matthew 25:35-40 (ESV): “Then the King will say to those 
on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came 
to me.’”
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Luke 15:7 (ESV): “There will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who 
need no repentance.”
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